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B ntoHbckoM HOMepe amepurkaHckoro XxypHana "CQ" 3a 2012-i rog onybnvkoBaHa cTaTbs
Hawero ogHoknybHuka Vliado Z35M. B ctatbe uHTepecHo pacckasaHo 06 nckycctee paboThbl
QRP 13 pasHbix MECT 1 B pasHbix ycnosusx. ABTop ynommHaet RU-QRP Kny6 n Ha npumepe
cBoero yyacTtusa B 2012-m rogy pacckasbiBaeT OCHOBHYIO naeto Hawen urpbl "Mopo3s -KpacHbin
Hoc". C nobe3Horo paspelweHust Vlado ero ctatbsi B BUAE KOMWA CTPaHUL, XypHana

nybnvkyeTcst Ha HaweM canTe.

Copyright (c) 2012 "CQ magazine". All credits goes to Z35M. Thanks, Vlado!
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Take It to The Field Special

If you think HF hamming requires a dedicated room and a
then you’ve never met Z35M, who has put together an ullrc
portable HF QRP station and has operated from ... well... |
everywhere.

Flight of the QRP Bird ..
or the Freedom of QRP

BY VLADIMIR KOVACESKL" Z35M

aking local and DX contacts, even having a smallpile- WRA), near lakes (World Lakes Awa

U, s possible lrom just about anywhore (see pholo from other altractive or unusual plac

A) with an ultra-bght HF QRP setup welighing less Follow the story ol where the "R
than four pounds, Including radio, ballery, antenna, coax, &8 and leel the treedom ol ORP operali
fishing rod as antenna supporl, ear bud. mini paddie, Hght
ropes, paper log holder, and all wiring and cables (photo B, A Family Summer Holiday
also see sidebar for delailed station description). A resonant  (with XYL-Approved QRP Exg
low-mounted dipole in an inverted-V configuration or a guar- The June 2011 ial COTake It
ber-wave wire vertical with a few ground-mounted radials may e £U% 1 Spoacia : 0
bo used without an addiional antenna tungr, The complate ™ my mailoox a day before our plan
siation can be packed in a small rucksack iogether with other .
non-radio stulf and needs only 15 minutes 10 set up al aimost
any location—the real “Freedom of QRP."

The treedom ol QRP may be compared 1o the freedom of

a bird. If there & enough space for a bird fo land, there is
anough space o accommodale an affective ullra-portable
HF QRP station Bear this in mind when you hear complaints
from hams thal they have no possibdity of installing anlen-
nas al their homes or ofher locations. An "Amateur Radio
First Aid™ kit may be offered. which includes going 1o any
home or other location, setling up an ullra-portable HF QRP
station, and making Q5%0s= very shortly after arrival. Nol the
spaca, but the will and imagination of the operators ara the
lactors thal limit the possibilities of baing on the air

From QRO to QRP

Atter nearly three decades of QRO (high power) amateur radio
aclmhr and dm t-:- -mu Bﬂﬂ 'DSI‘.'H in ﬂ'r& Iug npamtmg l:}FIP

*1rn-a blrcl" has lmdn-d ut rnanv inlnm-shn[; lur.:nhurrs Fn:um all
of them, without exception, | successiully set up a QRP sta-

| L T L Pl N e R 1 _ e e L B U PSRt DR R T
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Photo B—- My ultralight HF ORP ponable equipment. Soee
box al nghl for delalled lishing

Alpania, where | intended (o be acive on the air as
ZA/ZIEMIQRP. What a nice surmprise | Most of the articles woro
aboul what | had been doing for the pas! two years and what
| iverrded 1o do during my ORP operation in Albania. The spe-
cial CO issve was my companion on the beach together with
my HF QRP setup. The tamily holiday with approved QRP
activity of less than o week ended with a lolal o1 781 CWQS0Os
on 40, 30, and 20 melers using a maximum of 5 walls into
dipoles rom th apartment, of with a wire vartical on a beach
supporied by a S-meter (16-lool) fishing rod

The highlight of the operation was my first activity from a
nearby uninhabited island whene al low tide | armved com-
pletely on tool holding all ol my ORP gear in my hands, high
above my head (photo C). Once | was on the island, | installed
a quarier-wave wire verical for 20 meters supporied by my
fishing pole. | also set oul six ground-mounied radials, with
S0Mme ul lham mnn-inu -"m:- 'tf'aa S84 waler "F'h:r m-:lio -aalup

Station Descrig

Elocraf K1 for 4073002001 5m, 620 g

Battary 12VI0.BAN with cable, 365 g

Link dpola lor 40°20/20m, with 7m ©

Fighing rod &m, 510 g

KSLLU) Bull Dog miinl-paddia wAlh msg

Eamphones, 11gr

Papar holder, 70 gr

Nytan rope, 30 g

Station total weight: 1986 gr

Nota: The total waight may be reduc
| you replace the K1 with a mniaturs ra
| gr), smaller batlery, olc. H you want 1o |
{ of all you must lake care of reducing th

ily had a cofles break In a nearby r
lasted a littlo more than one hour.

From Mountain Summits

My interest in ORP porlable aclivity
launched the SOTA (Summits O
Macedonia, According to the rules o
thal s growing in popularity, all radio
be carried o the mountainiop by the
zod manner, Also, the use of clacir
aralors is forbidden. This means that
ight QRP radio solup I8 a must i
acthvations.

| slarted 1o hike to nearby lower s
the aér. During this penod | lested and
for more ambitious tours. Very s00
weare aclivaled, loa, including the hig
Golam Korab, with an altitude of
Also roamarkable was Ihe winler act
Ljuboten at an aftitude of 8195 leet
racio and hiking are perfecl compar

From Castles

Searching lor addstional attractive pl
ate, | discoverad the World Castles
My first WC A aclivalion was conduc
castie ol Skopsko Kale in the conle
city, Skopje. | took all my eguipmenti
the fishing pole 10 i, and wenl 10 thy
armval | made a quick inspeciion of
the best place for erecting the anlen
radio gear. The mos! comenient wa
e walls as a support of the fishing po
o the frame of the bicycle, and the

Thn:r nrrly pru-nlmn was |lm almng wind 1hrentur ing um m'rlun
na. In ﬁtdm 10 IcEEL'- 1:hE an IEﬁna slralghl up, r rru:wEd me oper-

- ey

castie stairs. All this atfrited some
visitors, bul the plke-Lp was going on
eartacts i the lon over o nonoed of
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station may be deployed In any conve-
nient place in the hotel room. The
bigges! challenge 18 how lo eracl an
altective anlenna,

Whaen the conditions and time pomit,
installing a full-size outdoor antenna is
the best solution, but when this s nol
possibia, thon a iot of combinations can
be made using dilferanl types ol indoor
anlenna conligurations. | have tried
using a quarier-wave wire lor 20 meters
in an invertgd-L conliguration, using a
2.5-meler (8-fool) fishing rod segmen
o hold the botiom hall of the wire, with
the second hall ol the wire running
almosl horizontally, attached to the
upper parl o the closel door. For the
countarpoiso, | used ono-quarar-wave
wire radial benl on the room’s Hoor.
Other types of wire antennas spread out
in available space may also be used 1o
radiate reasonably sirong signals 1o
make some radio conlacts. In these
condilions it is necessary 10 use a good
antenna lunor.

From Home

| have a permanent QRO radio setup at
my home, but very often | use il with the
powar wmed down 1o QRP levels, or |
putmy portable QRP station on an oper-
ating desk and tune il into a single-gle-
ment mulliband dipole. The enjoymant
is always greater when using the sta-
tion that is specifically dedicaled to GAP
work, In soma of the major DX conlests
| dacided to work QRP in S&P (ssarch-
and-pounce) mode and olten was sur-
prised at how weall [l worked, Sometimes
| aven succeadad in holding a frequen-
cy for a while 1o call "CQ Tesf” and o
recelve responses. To aliract more
attenlion | prafer 1o use “/QRP" altar my
callsign.

On a few occasions | have operated
my QRP station from he balcony of my
apartmanl. Each January the RU-QRP
Club ovganizes a QRP contaest called
“CQ Moroz™ [Red Nose). The aim ol this
oparaling évenl is loencourage the par-
ticipants to operate Irom outdoor sites
in winler condilions. | look par in this

Phoato C— Destination: an uninhabfled isiand along the A
way lo access & was an foaol through shallow waler al ¢
above my head.

rod attached lo the balcony lence and
two quarter-wave wire radials running
acioss the fence and than conlinuing
close 1o the oulside wall with ands
attached to nearby windows.

From a Parking Lot

In September 2000, | was preparing the
new Hight link-dipole anlenna (see
below) for my planned activation of the
highast summit in Macedonia. | finished
the antenna project late in the evening,
the day before the planned activation,
and decided 1o test il in real portable

of the antenna
without any pri

Near a Rive

in the spnng
sack with radic
polé o the sic
cle for a 20-m
Vardar Rwer,
Macadonia. | r
ure oul where |
the radio than

| chosa struc

playground as

intéresling operaling evenl by working
from the balcony, whore the tempera-
ure was below freezing. It's not easy to

condiions Trom a parking Jol noar my
home. The radio was sal up in the Tronl
gaal of the car and tha link-dipole was

prgeg-to sil and
erected inimve

ils cenler supp

e o M BT
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FPhoto D- After wading o the sland (see pholto C), | guickly was on the air.

anlenna was an inverted-V hanging on
a lrea bmb, with the ends atlached by
tiny ropes lo nearby branches. | man-
aged o make 17 CW QOSOs with
European stallons in not-so-good prop-
agation conditions. Some of them wore
also operating with QRP power and
s0mo wore also portabla. The anlenna
was practically invisible 1o tha othar vis-
itors and nobody even noticed that | was
making radio contacts,

I've even lried (once) operaling from
the bicycle itsell. | consider bicycle
mabile the ulbmate operaling chal-
langea, My goal was nal 1o créalé a par-
manant bicycle mobile setup, but only
to test it. To avoid grounding instaldation
probioms, | decided 10 use a hall-wave
20- meuar dipole wnun::! on a 4.5 ‘meter

5eal atan angln of apnmxlrr-atei:.r of 45
degrees 1o the ground. The ratio, bat-

was morg than anough 1o claim suc-
casstul bicycle moblle oparation on HF.

From a Vacation Apartment

Last summer | installed a hall-size
GSHV mulliband dipole 2t B maters from
the collective three-story building whera
| have my holiday (vacation) apartment
onthe north shore of Ohnid Lake. In Julyl
took part in the QRP Marathon omga-
nized by the intemallonal QRP club
*Club 72" and succeeded in making
more than a thousand QRP contacts
and won on the 40-, 30-, and 20-maler
bands. | used my ballery-powered
Elecralt K1, manual antenna luner and
Morse paddie. To have the feel of a
back- !u—t}asms ﬂperallm the h:nggnp,t

p 4
surpr’rsus wara th.a mwav EIHF :nna
tacts v.-}lh Japaq on 20 melers an.q lI}&

Photo E- A link ¢
anfanna with ol
swilched inand ol
ing or detachin

504

invertod-V dipola
vermcal anfenna.

was not difficull a
small plastic bottl
in the lirst law I
branch. The next g
ter insulator of th
insulator of the v
rope and to il Mu
The ends of the
1opas worg attach
VWhen using a ver
then placed an thi
ated an oflective
nead for ananten
matarg ram (he |
ful views and at 1l
a radlo contacts,

BxpE nence

On Foot, In a |

In Saplember 201
20 CW QS0s or
whil2 oparating [
the first time frol
Vodno at 1066 m
achisve this, | uss
portable setup ply
na tuner. The an
WAVD WING SuUppor
attached 1o a side
2 ONe Quarter-way
on the ground, A
meier dipoe wil

sa-nurnd ; leg draggt
ﬂﬁF‘ alatu:n_ ',l.rasi
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Photo F- No nead for wading here . .. |
ating atong the shore of Ohnd Lal
Maceadonia, near my Sumime

use it on a permanent basis. | have a
ations rom a small boat and from m

Isn't 5 Watts Too Much?

Some ORP anthusiasts think that 5 v
and they olten go OAPpwith oulpul p
| often operated with power of 1 wat
Was surpnssd thal this works andonr
ed my expeciabons. Ong of my req
summits was conducled with output
and | managed lo make 52 QS0s ov
a low-mounted inverted-V dipole.

And Finally ... From a Zoo

While on a short visil (o the cily of Bil
ed 10 try 1o make a first World Zoo
aclivation lrom my country, Altar 2
negotiaions with the Bitola Zoo dire
up my HF QRP station inside the .
place 1o install the quarer-wave wi
battery-powered radio on a desk, a
C0Q on 20 méle running only 3.5 wa
quickly developed and | managed
stations in a perod of an hour. | nevar
Iy from the bird's nest.” bul this lir
tha bird's nest—in Ilhe cage—as |
once again.
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